
Setting the Scene
France 1789-1852

Zola and Napoleon
Plassans – the town & people

Plotting & Action I
• Dec 3 1851, the Coup
• Dec 4-7 Preparations
• Dec 7-12 the Insurgents’ 

journey

Action II Plassans
Dec 8-14 1851

• Monday: Pierre the hero; initial 
relief, then doubts

• Mon/Tue: no news; rumours, 
suspense; Pierre falls from grace

• Wed: Felicité’s plan, last ordeal
• Thurs: Relief, Pierre a hero again
• Fri – Operation mop up
• Sat, Sun – rewards, celebrations 

Happy ending? Not entirely. Dr Pascal  observes

Coup d’état in Plassans: The Rise of the Rougons France 1789-1848

• Revolution 1789-92

• First Republic 1792 - 1799

• Consulate to 1804, First Empire 
1804-1814 (Napoleon I) 

• Louis XVIII (1814 – 24) 
…..break 100 days 1815….

• Charles X (1824-30)

• 1830-48 July Revolution, 
Louis-Philippe of Orleans 

• 1848 Feb. Revolution, 
abdication, exile

1848, 2nd Republic
Presidential elections December

• Leader of provisional govt. -
Lamartine

• Hard left Ledrun-Rollin, Raspail

• Moderate – General Cavaignac

Dark horse - Louis Napoleon 74% 
vote
Coup d’Etat (Dec 1851) 
Emperor (Dec 1852)

https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fichier:Plan_de_Plassans.jpg

Old town Republicans and Radical 
socialists - Workers and unemployed;
also some small shopkeepers
New Town Rich middle classes –
lawyers, tradesmen; anti Republican.
Quartier St Marc Old aristocracy, 
pro-Bourbon legitimists. 
The Faubourg, Aire St Mittre

December 1848 allegiance
90% anti Republic; but pragmatic
10% pro Republic



Meet the Townsfolk 
Adelaide Fouques (83) Silvere (17) 
Aire St. Mittre
Miette (13) – Jas Meiffren
Pierre & Félicité Rougon R de la 
Banne 
Eugène (Paris), 
Aristide & Pascal (Plassans)
Yellow Drawing Room –
Granoux, Roudier, Sicardot, Vuillet, 
Marquis de Carnavant
Antoine Macquart
Mayor Garçonnet
Peirotte – receiver of taxes
Colonel Masson
Prefect Blériot 

Pierre & Félicité want money & prestige
Marquis inspired Plan A – Bourbon 
Restoration 
Visit of Eugene, Plan B - The Rougons
turn pro Napoleon
December 3rd News of the coup
Sicardot prepares – arms cache, National 
Guard
Subprefect leaves
Rumours of uprisings in the 
neighbouhood

The Plotting

Les Tulettes, Alboise, La Palud. 
Saint-Martin-de-Vaulx, 
Chavanoz Nazeres Poujols
Faverolles. Castel-le-Vieux 
Sainte-Anne Graille Estourmel 
Murdaran
Valqueyras
Rozan Vernoux Corbiere
Saint-Eutrope Mazet Les 
Gardes, Marsanne Pruinas 
Roches Noires

Dec 6th The Insurgents assemble

Plassans, 7 Dec 1851

• Sunday drawing room worried

• News of 3000 rebels 1 hr away

• Mass exodus of guests

• Sicardot: ‘fight the rebels’

• Talk of hostages; Félicité’s 
cunning plan 

• A reserve force, under Pierre 

• Pierre lies low for the moment

• Joined by Silvere, Miette, Antoine 
Town hall entered, defenders 
arrested

• Insurgents leave for Orchères 1.30 
am; 
Antoine remains with 20 men

• Mon-Wed at Orcheres; Thur. Sainte 
Roure

• Fri 12th troops arrive, 
insurgents killed/arrested

• The hostages released
• Return on Saturday 13th

The Insurgents’ Journey (Dec 7-13) Plassans Mon-Sun, 8-14th Dec

• Monday - Pierre and team retake the Town hall, Pierre a hero

• Monday night, Tuesday – no news, Pierre falls from grace

• Wed am – Felicite’s plan; 

• Wed midnight - Antoine’s pretend attack, Pierre wins

• Thur morning – Pierre a hero again, troops arrive

• Fri-Sat – troops defeat insurgents and return

• Sunday – Rougon’s dinner party and triumph; outside, sad 
news, premonitions


